
LESSON 15 – ROMANS AND GALATIANS
How to Behave – Submit

DAY 1 – ROMANS 13:1-2
1. What did you find new or interesting from the lecture?

2. a. What does it mean to “be subordinate to” or to “be subject to”?

b. To what civil authorities are you subject?

3. a. Why must one submit to civil authority? (See CCC 1897-1899, 2238)

b. When may a person disobey civil authority? (See CCC 1903, 2242)

4. According to CCC 2240, what obligations must a person fulfill in submission to authority to
promote the common good of society?

5. Read the prayer of St. Clement of Rome in CCC 1900. What do you include in your prayer
for political authorities?

DAY 2 – ROMANS 13:1-2
6. a. To what authorities in the Church are we subject and why? (See Mt 16:16-19; CCC 553,

882-883)

b. Read CCC 896. What did Saint Ignatius of Antioch say about submission to the bishop
(around 110 AD)?

7. Why must we submit to the teaching authority of the Church? (See CCC 888-891)

8. a. According to verse 2, what happens to those who resist legitimate authority?

b. What is the fruit of respecting parental authority? (See CCC 2200)

c. How has your experience of parental authority shaped your understanding of civil and/or
Church authority? (Personal)

9. What do the following verses say about those in authority?
• Wisdom 6:1-3 _______________________________________________________________
• Titus 3:1 __________________________________________________________________
• Hebrews 13:17 ______________________________________________________________
• 1 Peter 2:13-14 _____________________________________________________________

DAY 3 – ROMANS 13:3-7
10. According to verses 3-4, for what reason might someone fear the authorities?
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11. The “sword” in verse 4 is a reference to capital punishment. What is the position of the Catholic
Church on capital punishment? (See CCC 2266-2267)

12. Do you feel there is real punishment in our society for wrongdoing? Explain your answer.

13. List all the reasons Paul gives for obeying authority in verses 1-7.

14. Why are taxes necessary?

15. What example are you setting for others concerning submission to authority? (Personal)

DAY 4 – ROMANS 13:8-10
16. a. What does Paul say about debt?

b. Why is it prudent to stay out of debt? (See Prv 22:7)

c. How does our society undermine this biblical concept?

17. From the following verses, state the reasons it is important to love.
• Matthew 22:34-40

• John 13:34-35

• 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

• 1 Peter 4:8

• 1 John 2:10

18. a. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. With what aspect of love listed in this passage do you struggle?
(Personal)

b. How can you love the “unlovable”? (See Mt 5:43-44; Rom 5:5)

19. How is love a fulfilling of the law?

DAY 5 – ROMANS 13:11-14
20. Has there been a time in your life when you were spiritually asleep? If so, what woke you up?

(Personal)

21. What is the night and day of which Paul speaks?

22. According to verses 11-13, how should we conduct ourselves and why?

23. What armor of light can we put on? (See Eph 6:13-17; 1 Thes 5:4-8)

24. In what ways do people make provision for the desires of the flesh?


